2'-Functionalized nucleic acids as structural tools in molecular biology.
Modified oligonucleotides bearing 2'-reactive groups or 2'-conjugated molecules have found wide application as structural tools in molecular biology. Of principal interest has been the use of 2'-reactive oligonucleotides for cross-linking with biomolecules and of 2'-conjugated oligonucleotides in hybridization assays. In this review we compare a range of electrophilic, nucleophilic and photoreactive groups for cross-linking and conjugation studies.